
Clean Energy Businesses–
Support for Entrepreneurs

The Opportunity. The National Alliance of Clean Energy Business Incubators, established in 2000 
by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), is an alliance of leading business incubators 
dedicated to providing business and financial services tailored to the needs of the clean energy 
community.

Developing and commercializing clean energy technology is a formidable task given the complexity 
and maturity of the energy market. Success requires more than a superior technology—it requires a 
solid business concept and plan, a seasoned management team, contacts and established relationships 
with suppliers and industry leaders, and access to capital.

Business incubators accelerate the growth and success of entrepreneurial companies through an array 
of business support resources. Our Alliance incubators provide a wide array of services that give their 
companies a strong competitive advantage over other clean energy start-ups. Access to advice from 
leaders in the energy community, in-house consulting, strategy reviews, financing referrals, introduc-
tions to potential partners, and marketing and PR aid are only a few of these services.

Incubators may also give clients access to appropriate rental space and flexible leases, shared office 
services and equipment, and the technology support services necessary for growth.

The Network. To assist clean energy entrepreneurs and support the Alliance, NREL has developed 
an impressive network of investors, energy experts, and industry leaders who stand ready to provide 
mentoring, financing, and introductions to the global energy community.

The Alliance is committed to strengthening its network and welcomes new energy companies, venture 
firms, angel investors, nonprofits, government organizations, and others committed to supporting the 
clean energy industry.

The Alliance. The Alliance is composed of 11 top business incubators from across the country:

    • Alabama - BizTech and Business Innovation Center

    • California - Environmental Business Cluster

     •  Florida - Florida/NASA Business Incubation Center at Brevard Community 
College managed by the Technological Research and Development Authority

    •  Georgia - The Advanced Technology Development Center (ATDC) at the
Georgia Institute of Technology

    • Massachusetts - The Boston Technology Venture Center

    • New Mexico - Technology Ventures Corporation
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Business Innovation Center                            NET Incubator-Central State University           The Albany NanoTech – RPI Team
Tom Siegwald, Executive Director                           Jerry Mahone, Executive Director                           Albany NanoTech
Mobile, AL                                                       Wilberforce, OH                                                 Michael Fancher, Director
334-660-7002                                                           937-376-6234                                                           Albany, NY
siegwald@ceebic.org                                                 jmahone@csu.ces.edu                                                518-437-8686
www.ceebic@ceebic.org                                             www.centralstate.edu/netincubator                             mfancher@uamail.albany.edu
                                                                                                                                                                   www.albanynanotech.org

Austin Technology Incubator                           Boston Technology Venture Center                  Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Incubator
Richard Amato, Director, Clean Energy Incubator            Robert Brandwein, President                                         Simon Balint, Manager of Operations
Austin, TX                                                        Boston, MA                                                                Troy, NY
512-305-0000                                                           617-266-1600                                                           518-276-6658
ramato@ati.utexas. edu                                            PMAnjh@aol.com                                                      balins@rpi.edu
www.cleanenergyincubator.com                                  Web site under development                                      www.incubator.com/
                                                                                                                                                                  

Florida/NASA Business Incubation Center       Environmental Business Cluster                       BizTech
David Kershaw                                                           Jim Robbins, Director                                                 Dick Reeves, President
Titusville, FL                                                               San Jose, CA                                                              Huntsville, AL
321-267-5601                                                           408-938-3921                                                           256-704-6000 ext. 202
dkershaw@trda.org                                                   jarobbins@aol.com                                                    dick@biztech.org
www.trda.org/                                                           www.environmentalcluster.org/                                  www.biztech.org
                                                                                                                                                                   

Advanced Technology Development                 Technology Ventures Corporation                    See NREL’s entrepreneurial Web site:
Center (ATDC) at Georgia Tech.                           Sherman McCorkle, President                                     www.nrel.gov/technologytransfer/entrepreneurs
Chris Downing, P.E. Associate Director                         Albuquerque, NM                                                       /entrepreneurs.html
Atlanta, GA                                                                505-246-2882                                                           
404-894-7700                                                           sherman.mccorkle@lmco.com                                    
chris.downing@atdc.org                                             www.techventures.org/                                              
www.atdc.org

    •  New York - Albany NanoTech with Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Incubator

    • Ohio - NET Incubator-Central State University

    • Texas - Austin Technology Incubator (ATI)

How to Apply to an Incubator. Each incubator has its own application procedure, which generally involves an evaluation of the entrepreneur’s busi-
ness proposition. The entrepreneur needs to demonstrate an innovative, technology-based product idea or business concept targeted to an identifiable 
market. For specific details on the application process, contact the incubators directly or visit their Web sites listed below.

Associated Activities. Entrepreneurs and network participants will also have access to:
    NREL Industry Growth Forums: NREL’s venture-style investment forums.
    Regional Investment and Networking Forums: Hosted by member incubators.

The Technologies. The Alliance is ready to support a broad portfolio of clean energy technologies including—but not limited to—renewables, microtur-
bines, fuel cells, power quality, energy efficiency, alternative fuels, transportation, and energy-related e-commerce and information technologies.

Contact Information. We welcome inquiries from clean energy entrepreneurs, incubators, and network collaborators. If you are 
interested in participating or learning more, please contact NREL representative Dr. L. Marty Murphy, manager of NREL Enterprise 
Development Programs, Golden, Colorado, at 303-275-3050, lawrence_murphy@nrel.gov. Also, contact the incubators directly at: 

Network Participants. American Electric Power                            Hydro-Quebec CapiTech Inc.                      Advent Internationall
This list is California Energy Commission                   Bechtel Enterprises                                   BP Global Power Company
illustrative of FA Technology Ventures                            Cinergy Ventures                                      Connecticut Clean Energy Fund
the range  EASENERGY (EDF Group)                          DTE Energy                                              Merrill Lynch
and reach Florida Power and Light Company             Nth Power                                                Altira Group LLC
of our RockPort Capital Partners, LP                    Chevron Texaco Technology Ventures         Draper Fisher Jurvetston
Network Sound Point Ventures                                Arizona Public Service                              EnerTech Capital Partners


